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London Paramount Entertainment Resort 
Swanscombe 

Kent 

Archaeological Deposit Model  
and Characterisation 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Savills on behalf of London Resort Company 

Holdings Limited to carry out the archaeology and cultural heritage chapter of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment. This archaeological desk-based assessment will 
serve as a baseline report to inform the Environmental Statement chapter for the 
development of the London Paramount Entertainment Resort, Swanscombe, Kent centred 
on National Grid Reference (NGR) 561145, 173929 (hereafter ‘the Site’). 

1.1.2 This study has been undertaken to provide information to support the application for a 
development consent order for the Site. The development would feature a core resort 
including a range of attractions and leisure facilities themed around the films and 
television programmes of Paramount Studios and UK Producers, event spaces for 
conferences, hotels, staff training facilities, a country park, flood prevention works, dual 
carriageway and car parking, landscaping works and infrastructure. This report is to be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate and will inform the subsequent Environmental 
Impact Assessment.  

1.1.3 This document presents draft results of a characterisation exercise which aimed to collate 
information from desk-based sources in order to map the potential archaeological deposits 
dating from the Mesolithic to the Modern periods. The results presented are in an 
incomplete draft format, and will be updated and amended following the completion of 
specialist assessments (including a Geoarchaeological assessment and assessment of 
the survival and extent of Palaeolithic deposits across the site). 

1.2 The Site 
1.2.1 The Site is located within Swanscombe in Kent, and covers an area of approximately 545 

hectares. The development area is irregular in shape and comprises a transport corridor 
for the proposed access routes around the A2 and adjacent to High Speed 1, with the 
main resort located upon the Swanscombe Peninsula. The Site lies upon three distinct 
levels, the lower lying marshland of the peninsula and the developed area upon the top of 
the chalk cliff and the area to the south of this around the A2. 

1.2.2 Due to the size of the Site the current land use is varied. The peninsula is currently 
occupied by marshland and the remains of industrial works such as the cement works, 
Kent Kraft Estate and a sewage works. Bisecting the southern part of the peninsula is 
Manor Way and other industrial areas. South of this, running over the chalk cliff and south 
to the current A2 is the transport corridor which contains the Ebbsfleet International 
Station and access, as well as a portion of the A2 and its junction for Ebbsfleet. The Site 
also includes land to the south of the A2.  
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1.2.3 The underlying geology within the Site is mapped by the British Geological Survey (BGS) 
as chalk bedrock at the peninsula and northern part of the Site with Thanet Formation 
sand within the southern part of the Site. Superficial deposits are comprised of alluvium at 
the peninsula. 

 

2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Introduction 
2.1.1 A full methodology for the assessment will be detailed in the final report, to be completed 

prior to submission of the Environmental Statement. 

2.1.2 In summary, the following characterisation was completed using a number of desk based 
resources including: 

• The Kent Historic Environment Record (KHER) and Essex Historic Environment 
Record (EHER), comprising a database of all recorded archaeological sites, find 
spots and archaeological events within the county. 

• National heritage datasets including the National Heritage List for England (NHLE), 
Images of England, PastScape, Viewfinder, NMR Excavation Index, and Parks 
and Gardens UK. 

• Historic manuscripts, surveyed maps, and Ordnance Survey maps held at the 
National Archives Kew and Kent History and Library Centre. 

• Relevant primary and secondary sources held at the National Archives, Kent 
History and Library Centre and in Wessex Archaeology’s own library. Both 
published and unpublished archaeological reports relating to excavations and 
observations in the area around the Site were studied. 

2.1.3 The location of known archaeological deposits was then mapped in ArcGIS, with 
professional judgement being used in order to characterise areas with little to no known 
archaeological remains. 

 

3 FURTHER WORK 

3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 Specialist desk-based work is currently being undertaken by geoarchaeology and 

Palaeolithic specialists, the results of which will allow for the refinement of the results 
presented in Section 4.  

3.1.2 This desk-based work will then be augmented with targeted fieldwork, with a final report 
combining the desk-based and fieldwork reports to be completed and submitted as an 
appendix of the Environmental Statement. 
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4 PRELIMINARY RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 
4.1.1 The following tables outline the archaeological potential of the site, together with a 

preliminary significance rating. These tables are subject to change following the 
completion of specialist assessments. 

4.1.2 The areas characterised in this report follow the line of an earlier iteration of the site 
boundary. The gaps between the former and latest site boundary will be characterised in 
the forthcoming final characterisation report which will incorporate results from field 
investigations and will be included within the Environmental Statement.
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4.2 Prehistoric Potential (Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age) Figures 1.1-1.3 

Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

High Potential  
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This area contains Scheduled Monument 1004206, a Neolithic 
site on the west bank of the Ebbsfleet. To the north of the 
Scheduled Monument, excavations have revealed further 
prehistoric remains and limited disturbance to the south 
indicates that prehistoric remains are highly likely to be 
encountered throughout this area at significant depths below 
ground level.            
 
On the east bank of the Ebbsfleet river, outside of the site 
boundary, Neolithic and Bronze Age remains including pits and 
ring ditches were found during HS1 excavations and extensive 
spreads of Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age flintwork was 
spread over the HS1 excavation areas at Springhead, 
particularly within the colluvial sequences. Collections of 
Mesolithic flints were also recovered from later archaeological 
deposits at Springhead.  
 
In situ flint scatters were also recovered from the east bank of 
the Ebbsfleet River, where HS1 crossed the river at the northern 
end of the character area. Evidence from the HS1 excavations 
indicates that Springhead was a significant focus of activity in 
the early Prehistoric periods. There is potential for similar 
remains to be located within the site boundary in previously 
unexcavated areas. 
 
 
 

Mesolithic and Neolithic archaeology 
recorded at depths of 4m below ground 
level within the Scheduled Area. Peat 
was encountered at 2.2m aOD within the 
Scheduled Area and this peat is thought 
to seal significant archaeological layers.   
This peat layer was sealed by a 0.3m 
thick layer of colluvium which was 
overlain by quarry backfill.   
 
Flint artefacts were recovered from 
3.34m aOD at the northern end of the 
character area during test pitting (WA 
2006 63541). Palaeosols and alluvium 
with archaeological components were 
identified from 2.17m - 3.34m aOD.         
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Although no known prehistoric archaeology has been recovered 
from this area, it's location south of a Scheduled Monument and 
area of high potential, as well as its location within and adjacent 
to the Ebbsfleet river, indicate that significant prehistoric 
archaeological remains may be encountered at depth in this 
area (this area could potentially be medium potential?).  
 
On the east bank of the Ebbsfleet river, outside of the site 
boundary, Bronze Age and Iron Age remains were found during 
HS1 excavations. There is potential for similar remains to be 
located on the west bank, within the site boundary. On the east 
bank of the Ebbsfleet river, outside of the site boundary, 
Neolithic and Bronze Age remains including pits and ring ditches 
were found during HS1 excavations and extensive spreads of 
Later Neolithic to Early Bronze Age flintwork was spread over 
the HS1 excavation areas at Springhead. Collections of 
Mesolithic flints were also recovered from later archaeological 
deposits at Springhead.  
 
In situ flint scatters were also recovered from the east bank of 
the Ebbsfleet River, where HS1 crossed the river at the northern 
end of the character area. Evidence from the HS1 excavations 
indicates that Springhead was a significant focus of activity in 
the early Prehistoric periods. There is potential for similar 
remains to be located within the site boundary in previously 
unexcavated areas. 
 
 
 

Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
Potential 
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P3 Regional to National  

This area is largely undisturbed and the presence of prehistoric 
remains cannot be discounted. To the north, at Springhead, 
Neolithic and Bronze Age remains including pits and ring ditches 
were found during HS1 excavations and extensive spreads of Late 
Neolithic to Early Bronze Age flintwork was spread over the HS1 
excavation areas at Springhead.  
 
A watching brief carried out during the excavation of a cable trench 
to the east of the dismantled railway (Boyle and Early 1998) 
revealed redeposited Neolithic and Bronze Age flints. There is 
potential for similar remains to be located within the site boundary in 
previously unexcavated areas. 

Archaeological layers to the east of the 
dismantled railway were encountered at 
10.5m aOD (Boyle and Early 1998) 

P4 Regional to National 

The area is designated as a Scheduled Monument based on the 
presence of a Romano-British walled cremation cemetery. 
However, prehistoric remains may be located here given the largely 
undisturbed nature of the area and the presence of prehistoric 
archaeology in the surrounding landscape. 

Romano-British archaeology at 15.7. 
aOD DRAFT
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P5 Regional to National 

The area is designated as a Scheduled Monument based on the 
presence of a Romano-British walled cremation cemetery. 
However, prehistoric remains may be located here given the largely 
undisturbed nature of the area and the presence of prehistoric 
archaeology in the surrounding landscape. Unknown 

P6 Local to regional 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by planting. 
The potential is considered to be medium owing prehistoric finds 
recorded in the vicinity on the historic environment record Unknown 

P7 Local to regional 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by planting. 
The potential is considered to be medium owing prehistoric finds 
recorded in the vicinity on the historic environment record Unknown 

P8 Local to regional 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by planting. 
The potential is considered to be medium owing prehistoric finds 
recorded in the vicinity on the historic environment record Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P9 Local to national 

Area of largely undisturbed land to the east of HS1. It was outside 
the landtake for HS1 and is located on the west bank of the 
Ebbsfleet river. No previous archaeological interventions have 
taken place in this character area; however the potential of 
considered to be medium owing to its located north of prehistoric 
remains excavated in advance of HS1 and its proximity to the 
Ebbsfleet river. Unknown 

P10 Local to national 

Large area covering much of the Swanscombe peninsula. This area 
is characterised as medium potential due to the limited nature of 
previous impacts and a number of prehistoric remains recorded on 
the historic environment record along the shore, including a 
possible Bronze Age trackway, a late Bronze Age hoard and 
organic peat deposits which may yield important palaeo-
environmental information. 
  Unknown 

Low Potential 
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P11 Local to regional 

The character area has been subject to archaeological field 
evaluation prior to HS1 and Station Quarter South 
developments. Results show Iron Age and Romano-British 
activity, but no evidence of prehistoric activity was seen. No prehistoric evidence seen 

P12  Local to regional 

Evidence for prehistoric activity has been identified to the north 
and south of this character areas, however, the potential is 
considered to be low due to the likely disturbance caused by the 
road construction Unknown 

P13  Local to regional 

Evidence for prehistoric activity has been identified to the north 
and south of this character area, however, the potential is 
considered to be low due to the likely disturbance caused by the 
road construction Unknown 

P14  Local to regional 

Evidence for prehistoric activity has been recorded on the 
historic environment record to the north and south of this 
character area, however, the potential is considered to be low 
due to the likely disturbance caused by the house construction 
and the historic brickfield Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P15  Local to regional 

Evidence for prehistoric activity has been identified to the north 
and south of this character area, however, the potential is 
considered to be low due to the likely disturbance caused by 
house construction Unknown 

P16  Local to regional 

Evidence for prehistoric activity has been identified to the north 
and south of this character areas, however, the potential is 
considered to be low due to the likely disturbance caused by 
house construction Unknown 

P17  Local to regional 

Evidence for prehistoric activity has been identified to the north 
and south of this character areas, however, the potential is 
considered to be low due to the likely disturbance caused by 
house construction Unknown 

P18  Local to regional 
Previous investigation in this character area have not revealed 
any post-Palaeolithic archaeological remains – to be confirmed   

Low potential 
previous 
watching brief 
areas 

  
  
  

P19 Local to regional  To be completed 
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P20 Local to regional 

Excavation of a cable trench subject to a watching brief in 1994 
(Boyle and Early 1999) showing no archaeological features to 
the west of the dismantled railway. All archaeological features 
identified lay to the east of the railway, in the area characterised 
as RB1. Depths of topsoil unknown 

P21 Local to regional 

Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 (Wessex Archaeology 2003). No Prehistoric features were 
identified at the western and eastern end of the watching brief 
area.   

South of the A2 excavations (ARC 
PCR02) revealed 0.2m of topsoil 
overlying natural brick earth to the west 
of the dismantled railway.     
 
East of the dismantled railway, around 
pepperhill café (ARC PHC02) and the 
HS1 tunnel (ARC PHT02) 1.8m 
colluvium sealed the natural brickearth. 

P22 Local to regional 
Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology Unknown 

P23 Local to regional 
Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology Unknown 

P24 Local to regional 
Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology Unknown 

No Potential     DRAFT
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

P25 None 
Extensive areas of previous quarrying and industry which will 
have removed archaeological remains dating to this period. N/A 

P26 None 
Quarrying and industry which will have removed archaeological 
remains dating to this period. N/A 
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4.3 Iron Age and Romano British Potential Figures 2.1-2.4 

Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 
High Potential  

RB1 National 

Location of Vagniacis Roman settlement and religious complex 
Scheduled Monument No. 1005140 and temple complex to the 
south of the A2. Romano-British remains had been noted and 
excavated in the area since the late 18th century. In 1950 
systematic excavations began within the character area, initially 
as a research project and later, from 1964-6 in response to 
development threats. 
Late Iron Age activity was recorded beneath the Romano-British 
levels and the area was recognised as a sacred place prior to 
the arrival of the Romans. Excavations have revealed up to 
seven ‘temples’ and a dozen other structures outside the temple 
precinct were also investigated, including a small bath house 
and structures interpreted as shops, workshops and a possible 
bakery (Andrew et. al. 2011, 8-9). Excavations in 1994 to the 
east of the dismantled railway (Boyle and Early 1998) revealed 
evidence for iron working and crop processing. 

Archaeological deposits were revealed in test pits 
(Wessex Archaeology 2003, 12; ARC SAT02) to 
the west of the dismantled railway at 8.57m - 
9.55m aOD, lying below 0.7m of overburden.   
 
Archaeology to the east of the dismantled railway 
sealed by up to 1.1m of colluvium (Boyle and 
Early 1998).  Archaeological layers to the east of 
the dismantled railway were encountered at 10m 
aOD (Boyle and Early 1998)                  
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

RB2 National 

Location of known and potential archaeological remains dating 
to the Romano-British period. The area has been subject to 
archaeological evaluation in advance of HS1 and Station 
Quarter South developments (Andrews et. al. 2011; Wessex 
Archaeology 2005). A Roman walled cremation cemetery is 
known at the northern end of the character area, with potential 
Iron Age features. An inhumation cemetery is also recorded in 
the area (see figure 2.1). The route of a Roman Road has been 
confirmed within the area (at 8.48m aOD) and it is likely to 
contain the frontage of an Early Roman building, the rear of 
which was excavated during HS1 (Andrews et. al. 2011; 
property 12).  Although the predicted extent of the Roman town 
does not extend across the whole of the character area, given 
the outlying cemeteries and road, the whole area is considered 
to be of high potential. The predicted course of the Ebbsfleet 
river is illustrated on Figure 2.1, although structural remains are 
unlikely in this area, there is high potential for the recovery of 
artefacts from the former river bed (Phil Andrews pers. comm.).  

Cremation cemetery located at 0.3m below 
ground level. Inhumations located at 0.3-0.4m 
bgl. Roman road located at 0.4-0.5m bgl.   
                   
All Roman remains appear to post-date the 
colluvium where it occurs to the west of the 
Ebbsfleet. This colluvium may seal earlier 
prehistoric remains. 
 
Archaeological remains recorded at 
approximately 3m aOD directly north of existing 
Springhead Nursery building (Wessex 
Archaeology 2005; Trench 8). 

RB3 National 

Location of Scheduled Monument No. 1005140, Roman 
Enclosure South of Vagniacis. This is a Roman walled cemetery 
which has been subject to a geophysical survey and partial 
excavation (1799-1802 - Rashleigh 1808b; 1964 by Penn and 
HS1 excavations in 1997 and 2002). 

The top of the outer enclosure wall is located at 
15.70m aOD 

RB4 National 

Remains of a Roman temple uncovered during excavations in 
advance of HS1 (Andrews et. al. 2011). Recorded in plan and 
preserved in situ.  

Top of the temple walls located at approximately 
6.6m aOD 
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

Medium 
Potential 

 

RB5 Regional to national 

Systematic field walking in the northern half of the field (Oxford 
Archaeology 1993) revealed a small collection of Romano-
British and Iron Age material (including coins, bracelets and a 
brooch); however, the majority of finds were recovered from 
RB1. A geophysical survey was also carried out along the 
northern edge of the area, adjacent to the A2, with no 
archaeological features being detected (GSB 1993).                     
A spur from a Roman Road may cross the area and there is a 
medium potential for Romano-British remains associated with 
the Roman town, such as evidence for agricultural activity, to be 
located within this area. Although this area is included in the 
Scheduling for Vagniacis Roman Town, excavations and non-
intrusive investigations have shown that this area lies outside of 
the main settlement and religious centre of Vagniacis. Unknown 

RB6 Regional to national 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by the 
northern end of an arable field. Part of the area was subject to 
an archaeological watching brief in 1997 (ARC PHL97 Oxford 
Archaeology). This character area is located adjacent to 
Scheduled Monument No. 1005140, Roman Enclosure South of 
Vagniacis, which is a walled cremation cemetery. Given its 
proximity to this monument, the potential for encountering 
archaeological remains of regional to national significance is 
considered to be medium. Unknown, awaiting for watching brief report 
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

RB7 Local to regional 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by 
planting. The potential is considered to be medium owing to its 
location south of Watling Street, two Roman pits were also 
recorded on the HER in the vicinity, these were excavated in 
1911. Limited Iron Age artefacts, largely coins, have been found 
in the surrounding landscape Unknown 

RB8 Local to regional 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by 
planting. The potential is considered to be medium owing to its 
location south of Watling Street, two Roman pits were also 
recorded on the HER in the vicinity, these were excavated in 
1911. Limited Iron Age artefacts, largely coins, have been found 
in the surrounding landscape Unknown 

RB9 Regional to national 

Area of land outside the land take for HS1 and located on the 
west bank of the Ebbsfleet river. Partially occupied by a car park 
and on the edge of the mapped quarried area. UPDATE with 
info from STDR report. The potential is considered to be 
medium owing to its located in close proximity to Northfleet 
Roman Villa (where some Iron Age activity has been inferred) 
and the Ebbsfleet river. Info from STDR excavations? 

RB10 Regional to national 

Area of largely undisturbed land to the east of HS1. It was 
outside the landtake for HS1 and is located on the west bank of 
the Ebbsfleet river. No previous archaeological interventions 
have taken place in this character area, however the potential of 
considered to be medium owing to its located north of Northfleet 
Roman Villa (where some Iron Age activity has been inferred) 
and its proximity to the Ebbsfleet river. Unknown 

Low Potential 
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

RB11 Local to regional 

This area passes through the Roman town and follows the 
predicted course of Watling Street, however, the potential is 
considered to be low due to the likely disturbance caused by the 
road construction  Unknown 

RB12 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of known Romano-British 
remains of national significance. The potential is considered to 
be low owing to the likely disturbance caused by the existing 
road.  Unknown 

RB13 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings  on site and the historic 
brickfield  Unknown 

RB14 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings on site.  Unknown 

RB15 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings and industry on site.  Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

RB16 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings and industry on site.  Unknown 

RB17 Local to regional 

No archaeological events within this area have revealed 
Romano-British remains; however, the only work carried out has 
been the monitoring of borehole excavations. Roman tile has 
been recorded along the shoreline and there may have been 
very limited activity in the area during the Romano-British period Unknown 

Low Potential 
Previous 
Excavation 
Areas 

  
  
  

RB18 Local to regional 

Area was subject to an evaluation and watching brief revealing 
no archaeological remains relating to the Iron Age or Romano-
British periods. The evaluation revealed made ground and up to 
1.2m of colluvium which may conceivably seal archaeological 
deposits.  

0-0.5m bgl tarmac and made round from 
construction of the existing recycling centre.   
  
0.5-1.16m buried modern topsoil. 
    
0.5-1.25m Colluvium.       
 
1.25m+ natural brickearth 

RB19 Local to regional 

Excavation subject to a watching brief in 1994 (Boyle and Early 
1999) showing no archaeological features to the west of the 
dismantled railway. All archaeological features identified lay to 
the east of the railway, in the area characterised as RB1. Depths of topsoil unknown 
DRAFT
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

RB20 Local to regional 

Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Wessex Archaeology (Wessex Archaeology 2003b). No 
Romano-British features were identified at the western and 
eastern end of the watching brief area.  Romano-British features 
were recorded between the 2 excavation areas, at Springhead 
Nursery, and south of the excavation areas, north of the A2 

South of the A2 excavations (Wessex 
Archaeology 2003b ARC PCR02) revealed 0.2m 
of topsoil overlying natural brick earth to the west 
of the dismantled railway.     
 
East of the dismantled railway, around pepperhill 
café (Wessex Archaeology 2003b ARC PHC02) 
and the HS1 tunnel (Wessex Archaeology 2003b 
ARC PHT02) 1.8m colluvium sealed the natural 
brickearth. 

RB21 Local to regional 
Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology Unknown 

RB22 Local to regional 
Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology Unknown 

No Potential 

  
  
  

RB23 None 
Extensive areas of previous quarrying and industry which will 
have removed archaeological remains dating to this period. N/A 

RB24 None 
Quarrying and industry which will have removed archaeological 
remains dating to this period. N/A 
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4.4 Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Potential Figures 3.1-3.3 

Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 
High Potential  

ASM1 National 

Although occupied by an existing road and verge, this area is 
also part of Scheduled Monument  1013378, Medieval 
woodland boundary in Darenth Wood. Medieval remains may 
survive beneath the verge and road. 

Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            

Medium 
Potential  

ASM2 Local 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by 
planting. The potential is considered to be medium owing to this 
and remains relating to agriculture may be encountered Unknown 

ASM 3 Local 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by 
planting. The potential is considered to be medium owing to this 
and remains relating to agriculture may be encountered Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

ASM4 Local 

Area of limited disturbance currently largely occupied by 
planting. The potential is considered to be medium owing to this 
and remains relating to agriculture may be encountered Unknown 

ASM5 Local to regional 

Anglo-Saxon and Medieval artefacts have been recovered from 
within this character area and Anglo-Saxon buildings have been 
excavated north of the A2 during excavation works in advance 
of HS1. The potential for Anglo-Saxon and Medieval remains to 
be encountered is thought to be medium owing to the lack of 
previous disturbance in the area. 

Archaeological remains (Romano-British) from 
8.57m – 10m aOD 

ASM6 Local to regional 

Location of Scheduled Monument No. 1005140, Roman 
Enclosure South of Vagniacis. No evidence of Anglo-Saxon or 
medieval activity within the area, however, owing to the lack of 
previous disturbance and location of Anglo-Saxon buildings and 
artefacts in the surrounding area their presence cannot be 
discounted. 

Archaeological remains (Romano-British) at 
15.70m aOD 

ASM7 Local to regional 

Area of largely undisturbed land to the east of HS1. It was 
outside the landtake for HS1 and is located on the west bank of 
the Ebbsfleet river. No previous archaeological interventions 
have taken place in this character area, however the potential of 
considered to be medium owing to its located north of the 
Anglo-Saxon mill and other features excavated during HS1 
works Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

Low Potential  

ASM8 Local  

This area passes through Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 
landscape, however, the potential is considered to be low due to 
the likely disturbance caused by the road construction Unknown 

ASM9 Regional to national 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area. 
The potential is considered to be low owing to the likely 
disturbance caused by the existing buildings  on site and the 
historic brickfield  Unknown 

ASM10 Regional to national 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings  on site  Unknown 

ASM11 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings  on site   Unknown 
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

ASM12 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area; 
however, it is located directly south of a Roman road. The 
potential is considered to be low owing to the likely disturbance 
caused by the existing buildings  on site   Unknown 

ASM13 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area 
and evaluations directly adjacent have shown no evidence of 
Anglo-Saxon occupation. The area was also partially within the 
Ebbsfleet river during these periods, thus the potential for 
archaeological remains dating to these periods to be recovered 
is considered to be low.    Unknown 

ASM14 Local to regional 

No archaeological interventions have taken place in this area. 
The potential is considered to be low owing to the likely 
disturbance caused by the existing road.  Unknown 

ASM15 Local to regional 

Previous investigation in this character area have not revealed 
any post-Palaeolithic archaeological remains - need to check 
this with Marie  Unknown 

ASM16 Local to regional 
No archaeological events within this area have revealed Anglo-
Saxon or Medieval remains. Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 
Low Potential 
Previous 
Excavation 
Areas 

  
  
  

ASM17 Local to regional 

Area was subject to an evaluation and watching brief revealing 
no archaeological remains relating to the Iron Age or Romano-
British periods. The evaluation revealed made ground and up to 
1.2m of colluvium which may conceivably seal archaeological 
deposits.  

0-0.5m bgl tarmac and made round from 
construction of the existing recycling centre.   
  
0.5-1.16m buried modern topsoil. 
    
0.5-1.25m Colluvium.       
 
1.25m+ natural brickearth 

ASM18 Local to regional 
Area was subject to a watching brief. No archaeological remains 
dating to these periods were observed Unknown 

ASM19 Local to regional 

Area was subject to an evaluation and watching brief prior to the 
construction of HS1 and an evaluation for Station Quarter South 
Development to the north of Springhead Nursery, no 
archaeological remains of Anglo-Saxon date were recovered. A 
medieval tile kiln was identified 750m west of Springhead 
nursery and was excavated and recorded, no associated 
features were identified surrounding the kiln.  Tile kiln located at 33m aOD 

ASM20 Local to regional 
Area was subject to a watching brief. No archaeological remains 
dating to these periods were observed were observed Unknown 

ASM21 Local to regional 
Area was subject to a watching brief. No archaeological remains 
dating to these periods were observed were observed Unknown 
DRAFT
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Id. Number  Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

ASM22 Local to regional 
Area was subject to a watching brief. No archaeological remains 
dating to these periods were observed were observed Unknown 

No Potential 

  
  
  

ASM23 None 
Extensive areas of previous quarrying and industry which will 
have removed archaeological remains dating to this period. N/A 
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4.5 Post-Medieval, 19th century and Modern Potential Figures 4.1-4.3 

Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 
High Potential  
PMM1 National Grade II Listed footbridge over A2 trunk road Building extant 

PMM2 Local-Negligible 

Area occupied by 19th and 20th century buildings, industry and 
replanted woodland. Previously part of 'The Thrift' woodland and 
location of old chalk pits and brick yard Unknown 

PMM3 Local   

Largely greenfield character area with dismantled 19th railway 
line at the eastern side. Potential for post-medieval agricultural 
field boundaries to survive 

Dismantled railway and associated embankment 
are above ground.  

PMM4 Local   Existing 19th century railway line Extant 

PMM5 Regional 

Location of 19th paper mill, demolished in the 1990s and 
currently occupied by modern industrial buildings. Character 
area is bisected by HS1 Level of survival of industrial remains unknown 

PMM6 Negligible Location of disused 19th sewerage works N/A 

PMM7 National 

Location of Portland cement works and associated 
infrastructure, established in the early 19th century and 
expanded throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Demolished 
in 1990. 

Level of survival of industrial remains below 
ground unknown. Evidence for the associated 
tramways can still be seen on the ground 

PMM8 Local 

This character area is defined by the foreshore and flood 
defence banks. A number of post-medieval and modern features 
are recorded on the Historic Environment Record in this area, 
including wooden structures, derelict vessels. Wharfs and 
beacons – cross reference with DBA and figures To be confirmed DRAFT
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

PMM9 Local 
Botany marshes and Broadness Salt Marsh. Character area 
defined by post-medieval and modern drainage ditches.  Drainage ditches still in use 

PMM10 Local 
Swanscombe marshes. Character area defined by post-
medieval and modern drainage ditches.  Drainage ditches still in use 

PMM11 National 
Location of Grade II* Church of All Saints, currently used as 
private residence Fabric of the church survives 

PMM12 National Grade II Listed Building, 1 Knockhall Road Building extant 

PMM13 Negligible 
Character area contains modern 20th century buildings of 
negligible significance N/A 

Medium 
Potential 

  
  
  

PMM14 Regional 

Location of early 19th watercress beds and nursery. Evidence 
for the watercress beds was excavated to the south in advance 
of HS1. The potential is considered medium owing to the 
possible disturbance caused by terracing for later additions to 
the nursery and the creation of the existing buildings and 
glasshouses within the area. Unknown 

Low Potential 

  
  
  

PMM15 Negligible 

This area is occupied by the existing A2 truck road and survival 
of archaeological remains, such as post-medieval field 
boundaries, is unlikely Unknown 
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

PMM16 Negligible 

This area is occupied by an existing road  and survival of 
archaeological remains, such as post-medieval field boundaries, 
is unlikely Unknown 

PMM17 Negligible 
Area unlikely to reveal post-medieval and modern remains due 
to potential disturbance from surrounding quarrying Unknown 

PMM18 Negligible 

Area occupied by planting and located adjacent to a railway two 
railway lines. It is unlikely to reveal post-medieval and modern 
remains of significance Unknown 

PMM19 Local 
Area formerly a gravel pit, also occupied by railway sidings in the 
19th-20th century, since removed Unknown 

Low Potential 
Previous 
Investigation 
Areas 

  
  
  

PMM20 Negligible to local 
Area was subject to a watching brief revealing no archaeological 
remains Unknown 

PMM21 Local   

Area was subject to a watching brief in advance of HS1 and trial 
trenching for Station Quarter South development (references). 
Trial trenching revealed one boundary ditch north of Springhead 
Nursery Post-medieval ditch at 0.51m below ground level 

PMM22 Negligible to local 

Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology. No post-medieval or modern 
archaeology recorded Unknown DRAFT
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Id. Number Significance Description Depth of Known Archaeology 

PMM23 Negligible to local 

Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology. No post-medieval or modern 
archaeology recorded Unknown 

PMM24 Negligible to local 

Area subject to a watching brief during works associated with 
HS1 by Oxford Archaeology. No post-medieval or modern 
archaeology recorded Unknown 

No Potential 

  
  
  

PMM25 None 
Extensive areas of previous quarrying and industry which will 
have removed archaeological remains dating to this period. N/A 

PMM26 None 
Quarrying and industry which will have removed archaeological 
remains dating to this period. N/A 

PMM27 None 
Quarrying and industry which will have removed archaeological 
remains dating to this period. N/A 
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